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Agent’s Corner

Thirty two years ago, | landed in this county on February 1. | barely knew anyone, except for the family
that took me in until | could thaw out my future home sometime in March of 1993. | was told by my
boss, “I want you to find the top 20 farmers in the county”. Believe it or not, with the help of the Exten-
sion staff and the farm stores, | was able to name 50 farmers and what they were growing. From time
to time, | would go back to that list. If | could find that list today, | would hope to find those farmers still
in business or someone still farming their ground.

At a recent Farmland Transition meeting, there were some interesting facts that came out. In Kentucky,
in the last 20 years, we have lost 1.4 million acres of farmland. We also lost 17,000 farms. In the last
five (5) years, we have lost 9% of our farms and 4% of our farmland (over 6,500 farmers) and over a
half million acres. It's never too early to develop a transition plan; so please make your move to transi-
tion your farm to the next generation.

This information was received at the Feb 6, 2025 meeting from
Aleta Botts, KY Farmland Transition Initiative Coordinator.

Total Breckinridge County Farm Acreage:
e 275,456 acres in 2002, 244,558 acres in 2022
e Loss of 12%

Total Breckinridge County Farms
e 1,443 farms in 2002, 1,249 farms in 2022
e Loss of 13%

Sincerely,
Car0| M Hinton W 3 Like us on Facebook!
Breckinridge County Extension Agent www.facebook.com/

breckinridgeextensionagriculture

for Agriculture/Natural Resources Education
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IGADF 2025 CAIP PROGRAM

The Breckinridge County Conservation District will be conducting the County Agriculture Incentives Program
(CAIP) A2025-0010. This program is sponsored in part by the Kentucky Agriculture Development Fund
(KADF). NEW for 2025: The Breckinridge County Ag Development Council set the cost share amounts as
follows, ALL Programs cost share up to $2,000.

e Any producers interested in improving their farm business must apply at the Breckinridge County
Conservation Office between the dates of February 19, 2025 thru March 26, 2025.

e Applications can be picked up from 7:30 a.m. (ct) through 3:30 p.m. (ct); except office is closed for lunch
from 11 am (ct) to 12 Noon p.m. (ct).

e All interested parties must pick up and return the applications for approval to the office, 1101 S. Hwy 261,
Suite 102, Hardinsburg, during the above times.

e All returned applications will be scored and those approved for cost share funds will be notified no later
than April 21, 2025, date subject to change.

e Receipts for cost share practices must be dated from January 1, 2025 thru October 3, 2025.

The cost share programs that may be approved with proper documentation are as follows:

Agricultural Diversification

Large Animal (beef, dairy, equine)
Small Animal (goat, sheep, swine, bee, rabbits)
Farm Infrastructure

Fencing & On-Farm Water

Forage & Grain Improvement
Innovative Agricultural Systems
On-Farm Energy

9. Poultry & Other Fowl

10. Ag Tech & Leadership Development
11. Value-Added & Marketing
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Important Dates; all review dates subject to change

1. Application time, February 19, 2025 thru March 26, 2025. You must fill out an application between these
dates, no exceptions.

2. If you are approved, you will receive notice of approval no later than April 21, 2025.

3. After notification of approval, you can begin bringing in receipts for practices that have been completed
along with proper pictures of projects and fill out a final report.

4. Receipts for cost share practices must be dated from January 1, 2025 thru October 3, 2025. Al paperwork
must be turned into the Soil Conservation Office by October 3, 2025 before 3 p.m. (ct).

5. Pending review and approval of your receipts and final report, you will receive notification that your
reimbursement is ready to be picked up.

6. If you receive notice that you are on the waiting list, then you will be notified as money becomes available
for you to complete your project for the CAIP Cost Share Program #A2025-0010.

Applicants must attend an educational class approved by the Breckinridge County Extension Office before
receiving payment. All Zoom or Webinar meetings must be preapproved by the Extension AG Agent.

Please stop by the Breckinridge County Soil Conservation Office to pick-up the rules and applications for the
programs.
For more information, please call the Breckinridge County Soil Conservation Office at 270-756-1696, ext 3.



Cooperative Breckinridge County
Extension Service Agriculture and Natural Resources

IKADF 2025 calP PROGRAM
INFORMATIONAL MEETING DATES:

Breckinridge County Extension
Farmers’ Market & Educational Facility

9 AM, 11 AM and 1 PM CT

Monday, February 24
Monday, March 3

6 PMCT

Monday, March 10
Monday, March 17

*NOTE:
This counts only as an informational meeting
NOT as an educational meeting!

1377 SHWY 261 | Hardinsburg, KY 40143 | P: 270-756-2182 | F:270-756-9016 | breckinridge.ca.uky.edu

Cooperative MARTIN-GATTON COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD AND ENVIRONMENT
Extension Service :




Must have prior approval from AG Agent for these
webinars to qualify for CAIP educational meeting

UK Beef Management Webinar Series

Registration is necessary, however, if you received an email directly from Darrh Bullock then you are already
registered. If you received this information from another source and have not registered previously, then
please send an email to dbullock@uky.edu with Beef Webinar in the subject line and your name and county
in the message. You will receive the direct link with a password the morning of each meeting. This invitation
will directly link you to the site and you will be asked for the password which can be found just below the link.
Each session will be recorded and posted for later viewing. All meeting times are 8:00pm ET/7:00pm CT.

March 11, 2025
Preparing for a Successful Spring Breeding Season — Les Anderson, Extension Professor, University of

Kentucky

April 8, 2025

Health Update and Internal Parasite Field Study Results — Michelle Arnold, Extension Veterinarian, and
Jeff Lehmkuhler, Extension Professor, University of Kentucky

For additional information, please contact the Extension Office.

Changes to CAIP Beef Bull Cost-share Program
Source: Off The Hoof KY Beef Cattle Newsletter, November 1, 2024
By: Dr. Darrh Bullock, University of Kentucky, Extension Professor

Significant changes to the CAIP Beef Bull Cost-share program have been approved for 2025. Both Ken-
tucky and Tennessee have similar programs but have traditionally had different Expected Progeny Differ-
ences (EPD) requirements. The guidelines committees of the two states met and came to consensus on a
set of guidelines that are now uniform across the state line. Some of the major changes are highlighted in
this article, however, pay close attention to the full requirements before purchasing a bull for cost-share
funding.

The number of bull categories has been reduced to 3; Balanced Trait/Maternal, Terminal Sire and Carcass
Merit. There is no longer a Heifer Acceptable category, however, recommended minimal Calving Ease Di-
rect or Birth Weight EPDs are provided for those that plan to breed the bull to heifers.

There are only EPD requirements for CED/BW and Growth traits OR CED/BW and an appropriate Eco-
nomic Selection Index value depending on the breed. The is no longer a milk requirement for Balanced
Trait/Maternal, however a range is recommended for producers to consider staying within. There are also
recommendations for maximum Mature Weight EPDs and minimum Docility EPDs.

The formatting has changed. Instead of all breeds’ requirements being listed in a table for each bull cate-
gory, they are now listed by breed with the requirements and recommendations for each category.

All bulls will still be required to be genomically tested and have Genomically Enhanced EPDs! Contact
your breed association for more information on how to accomplish this.

These new requirements will be implemented starting January 1, 2025. Please bear with us as we make this
transition, we will try to work through any issues that arise. In the long run this will simplify bull purchases
across the KY/TN state line and will improve the program overall.




/ MID-SOUTH

STOCKER CONFERENCE
WEBINAR

18 February, 2025 7:30 PM Eastern Time
2025 Mid-South Stocker Conference Webinar Series:
Part 1- Coproduct Feeding & Animal Health

Dr. Katie VanValin, University of Kentucky -

Dr. John Grove, Livestock Veterinary Service
Register in advance for this webinar:

25 February, 2025 7:30 PM Eastern Time
2025 Mid-South Stocker Conference Webinar Series:
Part 2 - Heifer Development & Vaccination Updates
Dr. Katie Mason, University of Tennessee -

Dr. George Perry, Texas A&M AgrilLife Research &
Extension Center in Overton
Register in advance for this webinar:

After registering, you will receive a confirmation

email containing information about joining the

webinar. Please make sure to register for both
sessions to ensure your spot.
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2025 Horses & Horsemen:

News from
Farm Service Agency!

Join us for the 18th annual

PASTURES PLEASIEL

Thursday, February 27 The Farm Service Agency
| Schedule: 5 announced the 2025
5:30—Meal enrollment period for
ety o Rass abrone Ft 2o Agriculture Risk Coverage
] 30 Weeds to Watch Out For (ARC) and Price Loss
' Coverage (PLC) is from

7:00—Cost Share Opportunities for Horse Owners i
January 21 to April 15.

A3
—Krista Lea s

The American Relief Act,
Fayette County Thank you to our sponsors: ‘i 2025 extended many Fa rm

Extension Office Ridley USA The Pond Lady " . .
1140 Harry Sykes Way Farmers Feed Mill - Central Equipment B | I |-aUth0r|ZGd pl’Og I’amS for

Hallway Feeds Ag Credit

Lexington, KY 40504 Meade Tractor another year, including ARC
ii_’lszmverslryof : and PLC-

Kentucky

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION Ag Equ1r1e Pl()gr‘lms

College of Agriculture, Food and En

Cooperative MARTIN-GATTON COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD AND ENVIRONMENT
. Extension Service
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Extension Service XXX

BRECKINRIDGE Lz
COUNTY '%
CATTLEMEN’S
ASSOCIATION
MEETING

Thursday, February 20th 6 p.m. CT

Extension Office Community Building
1377 S. Hwy 261 Hardinsburg, KY 40143

Dr. Greg Halich, Associate Extension Professor, Livestock/Forages and
Grain Crops Management Specialist, will be discussing research on
rotational grazing and bale grazing
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Master Logger Web TV

2025 Logger Web TV

In 2025, over 500 master loggers will need six hours of
CE (continuing education) to keep their Master Logger
designation. On February 25, 2025, the Kentucky Master
Logger Program will host another Logger Web TV to
make obtaining these six credit hours more feasible and
convenient.

Logger Web TV will be offered at the extension offices
for the following counties: Boone, Breathitt, Breckinridge,
Casey, Crittenden, Cumberland, Fleming, Hancock,
Harlan, Monroe, Ohio, Owsley, Perry, Taylor, and Whitley.

Logger Web TV will be hosted from 9 am - 4 pm EST
(8 am - 3 pm CST). The class will be broken into six
50-minute segments. The agenda will follow as:
9:.00-9:50:  Introduction, House Keeping, and
Economic Update for 2024/2025
10:00 - 10:50: White Oak Initiative

College of Agriculture,
Food and Environment

Martin-Gatton ‘

Department of
Forestry and Natural Resources - Extension

11:.00 - 11:50;: White Oak Initiative

12:00 - 1:00: ~ Lunch (On Your Own)

1:00 - 1:50: Water Maps, Safe Hauling, Trucking
Cost Estimator

2:00 - 2:50: BMP Refresher and Changes update

3:00 - 3:50: What Log Buyers are Looking For (Tie’s,

Stave, Saw/Grade Logs, Way wood/Pulp)

By attending Logger Web TV, you will receive six hours
of continuing education and be eligible to renew your
designation. The class will cost $50, and the renewal fee
will be an additional $25 ($75 in total). Please register
and send a check, cash, or money order to the Kentucky
Master Logger office (Please do not send money to
extension offices).

For questions or information:
Email: KML@uky.edu or Michael. Ammerman@uky.edu
Phone: (859) 257-6230

KENTUCKY STATE
UNIVERSITY

Land Grant Program

KENTUCKY STATE UNIVERSITY
LAND GRANT PROGRAM
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION BUILDING

400 E. MAIN STREET FRANKFORT, KY 40601

(502) 597-6831

Kentucky State University

Beginner Beekeeping Grant
2024-25 Application

FUNDING PROVIDED BY

Application is available at: https://www.kysu.edu/academics/college-ahnr/school-of-anr/co-op/

beginner-beekeeping-program-application.php
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Optimizing Fertilizer Use for Kentucky Crops

Source: John Grove, Department of Plant and Soil Sciences Professor

Proper fertilizer usage is essential for achieving high crop yields and farm profitability
while maintaining soil health.

The Importance of Soil Testing

Soil testing is the foundation of effective nutrient management. The process involves
collecting soil cores from 15-20 locations within a field/field area, to a specific depth.
This method ensures that the samples are representative of the entire area, providing
more accurate data on nutrient levels and soil pH.

Lime Application for Soil Health

Producers should apply lime based on soil test results to ensure that the soil pH is
within the optimal range for their crops. By adjusting the soil pH, lime application can
enhance nutrient uptake and improve overall soil health.

Fertilizer Recommendations for Various Crops

Different crops have varying nutrient requirements, and it is important to tailor fertilizer
applications accordingly. Here are some specific recommendations for major crops
grown in Kentucky:

Corn

Corn requires significant amounts of nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium for optimal
growth. Soil testing can determine the exact nutrient needs, but general guidelines
suggest applying nitrogen in split applications: a portion at planting and the remainder
during the growing season. Phosphorus and potassium should be applied before/at
planting, based on soil test results, to ensure adequate nutrition throughout the growing
period.

Soybeans

Soybean, being a legume, can fix atmospheric nitrogen through a symbiotic relationship
with a soil bacterial species. However, the crop still requires adequate phosphorus and
potassium. Soil tests help determine appropriate application rates for these nutrients.
Phosphorus and potassium for soybean should also be applied before/at planting.

Wheat

Wheat benefits from nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium applications. Sufficient wheat
nitrogen nutrition may benefit from multiple splits: a small amount at planting, followed
by additional applications just prior to/during tillering and another at early stem
elongation. Phosphorus and potassium should be applied according to soil test results,
before/at planting.
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Optimizing Fertilizer Use for Kentucky Crops—cont’d

Tobacco

Tobacco has high nutrient demands, particularly for nitrogen and potassium. Nitrogen
should be applied in split applications: a portion at planting and the remainder during the
growing season. Potassium is critical for tobacco quality and should be applied
according to soil test recommendations. Adequate phosphorus is also necessary, and
both phosphorus and potassium are applied before/at planting, based on soil test
results.

Benefits of Proper Fertilizer Usage
Following these fertilizer recommendations offers several benefits to farmers:

1. Improved Crop Yields: By providing crops with the right nutrients at the right
times, farmers can achieve higher yields and a better-quality product.

2. Enhanced Soil Health: Proper nutrient management maintains soil fertility,
ensuring long-term productivity.

3. Cost Efficiency: Applying fertilizers based on soil test results prevents both
under and over application, optimizing yields and input costs while minimizing
environmental impacts.

4. Sustainable Practices: Efficient fertilizer use supports sustainable farming by
optimizing resource use and preserving soil quality for future generations.

Effective fertilizer use is crucial for successful crop production. By conducting regular
soil tests and following crop-specific nutrient recommendations, growers can optimize
their fertilizer applications. This approach not only enhances crop yields and soil health
but also promotes sustainable farming practices. With careful management, producers
can achieve productive and sustainable agricultural systems.

More info can be found at the University of Kentucky Martin-Gatton College of
Agriculture, Food and Environment recommendation publication:
https:/www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pubs/AGR/AGR1/AGR1 .pdf.

For more information on fertilizing crops and soil health, contact the Breckinridge
County office of the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service.
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PRIVATE APPLICATOR TRAINING

Breckinridge County Extension Farmers’ Market & Education Facility

Friday, February 21, 2025 9a.m. or 11 a.m. (ct)
Friday, February 28, 2025 9 a.m. or 11 a.m. (ct)

These trainings are for restricted and non-restricted pesticides.

A video will be shown. Producer will be required to take a written test.
The entire session will last approximately 1 1/2 hours.

Pre-register at 270-756-2182 for one of these dates and times.

Agricultural District Program

Information Meeting

March 4, 2025 @ 6:00 PM Central Time

Breckinridge Co. Extension Office
*Held in conjunction with the monthly Kentucky Farm Bureau Meeting*

The Division of Conservation Director Jay Nelson and
Environmental Scientist Advisor Mark Davis will be on hand to
answer questions regarding Agricultural Districts. Information will
include:

e history of Agricultural Districts
benefits of enroliment

goals of the program

land requirements

enroliment process

&

Since a meal will be provided, please RSVP by contacting
Marti Janes at (270) 756-1696 ext. 3002
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Cooperative Breckinridge County
Extension Service Agriculture and Natural Resources

MULTI-COUNTY
TOBACCO PRODUCTION &
GAP CERTIFICATION MEETING

Breckinridge County Extension Community Building
Wednesday, March 26, 2025
10 a.m.—1 p.m. (ct)
Speaker: Dr. Robert Pearce, UK Tobacco Specialist

This meeting will qualify for GAP certification for all tobacco companies.

BE SURE TO BRING YOUR GAP CONNECTION CARD and A PICTURE ID

WITH YOU TO GET CERTIFIED.

A meal will be provided.

If you want to attend this training at the Breckinridge County Extension Office,
you must call 270-756-2182 to register.

You must stay for the entire two-hour meeting to be eligible for 2025 GAP Training credit.

Attendance at one (1) GAP meeting is MANDATORY,

if you are going to keep selling tobacco with a GAP CARD

1377 SHWY 261 | Hardinsburg, KY 40143 | P: 270-756-2182 | F:270-756-9016 | breckinridge.ca.uky.edu

Cooperative MARTIN-GATTON COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD AND ENVIRONMENT
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:EQUIPMENT FOR RENT

IThe Extension Office has a No-Till Seed Drill, an in-line silage Hay Wrapper and Boomless Pasture Sprayers

I available for rent.

| For more information on renting or to schedule a date to use call:

No-Till Seed Drill —
Hobdy Dye & Reed at 270-756-2555

Inline Silage Hay Wrapper —
Wright Implement at 270-756-5152

Two (2) —-Boomless Pasture Sprayers —
Carol Hinton at 270-617-3417

e o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e En e Em e Em e Em e e Ee o = -
3 Aries| -4 | Il
| Taurus| ™ | ¥ |
| Almanac Tidbits for: February Gemini| A% | I
I Cancer, w | &3 I
| Plant above ground crops—— 3-5, 8, 9, 27, 28 "Leo e (Q I
\-"ll'g() ﬁ nb I
I Plant Below ground crops — 15-19, 22-24 Libra| 3% | &
I Scorpio| Jk | M I
Seed Beds 8,9,7-18 Sagittarius| 7 | 3 I
| Capricorn| 8 | Yy I
I Kill plant pests: 1,2,6,7,10-14, 20, 21, 25, 26 Aquarius| <« A
Pisces| & | ¥ I
- - =

2025 CALENDARS: We now have these calendars

Sheep and Goat Calendar Beef Calendar
If you are a producer stop by and pick up one of these calendars

We also have a Nutrition Education Program Recipe calendar
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Bfeﬁkjnfidge C{}uﬂty Stop by one of the following recycling centers near you:
ReCYdin-g ngfam Breckinridge County High School

Cloverport Fire Department
Auggie Doggie’s, Garfield
St. Romuald Gym, Hardinsburg
McQuady Firehouse
Breckinridge County Extension Office
Rough River Corp of Engineers Office

McDaniels Fire Department
All recycling sites are Frederick Fraize High School, Cloverport
accessible 24 hours a day, Hardinsburg Elementary School
seven days a week. Union Star

|
1Mark Your Calendar!

|
| February 20, 2025—BCCA mtg— Breckinridge County Extension Community Bldg.
:February 21, 2025—Private Applicator Training, Breck. Co. Farmers’ Market & Education Facility

| February 25, 2025—Master Logger TV Webinar Course, Breckinridge County Extension Farmers’
I Market and Educational Facility

:February 28, 2025—Private Applicator Training, Breck. Co. Farmers’ Market & Educational Facility.

I March 20, 2025—BCCA mtg—Breckinridge County Extension Community Bldg.

:May 13, 2025—Wheat Field Day, UK Research & Education Center, Princeton, KY

1 July 22, 2025-Corn, Soybean & Tobacco Field Day, UK Research & Education Center, Princeton, KY

The Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment is an Equal Opportunity Organization with respect to edu-
cation and employment and authorization to provide research, education information and other services only to individuals
and institutions that function without regard to economic or social status and will not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
ethnic origin, national origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression,
pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, physical or mental disability or reprisal or retaliation for
prior civil rights activity. Reasonable accommodation of disability may be available with prior notice. Program information
may be made available in languages other than English. Inquiries regarding compliance with Title VI and Title VII of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and other related
matter should be directed to Equal Opportunity Office, Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment,
University of Kentucky, Room S-105, Agriculture Science Building, North Lexington, Kentucky 40546, the UK Office of
Equal Opportunity, 13 Main Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40506-0032 or US Department of Agricul-
ture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410.
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