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Agent’s Corner 
 
Thirty two years ago, I landed in this county on February 1.  I barely knew anyone, except for the family 

that took me in until I could thaw out my future home sometime in March of 1993.  I was told by my 

boss, “I want you to find the top 20 farmers in the county”.  Believe it or not, with the help of the Exten-

sion staff and the farm stores, I was able to name 50 farmers and what they were growing.  From time 

to time, I would go back to that list.  If I could find that list today, I would hope to find those farmers still 

in business or someone still farming their ground.   

At a recent Farmland Transition meeting, there were some interesting facts that came out.  In Kentucky, 

in the last 20 years, we have lost 1.4 million acres of farmland.  We also lost 17,000 farms.  In the last 

five (5) years, we have lost 9% of our farms and 4% of our farmland (over 6,500 farmers) and over a 

half million acres.  It’s never too early to develop a transition plan; so please make your move to transi-

tion your farm to the next generation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Carol M. Hinton 

Breckinridge County Extension Agent  

for Agriculture/Natural Resources Education  

  Like us on Facebook! 

www.facebook.com/

breckinridgeextensionagriculture 

 

Breckinridge County  
Agriculture and Natural Resources 

AG Newsletter    
February 2025 

This information was received at the Feb 6, 2025 meeting from  

               Aleta Botts, KY Farmland Transition Initiative Coordinator. 

Total Breckinridge County Farm Acreage: 

• 275,456 acres in 2002,  244,558 acres in 2022 

• Loss of 12% 

 

Total Breckinridge County Farms 

• 1,443 farms in 2002,  1,249 farms in 2022 

• Loss of 13%  
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Changes to CAIP Beef Bull Cost-share Program 
Source: Off The Hoof KY Beef Cattle Newsletter, November 1, 2024 
By:  Dr. Darrh Bullock, University of Kentucky, Extension Professor 
 
Significant changes to the CAIP Beef Bull Cost-share program have been approved for 2025. Both Ken-
tucky and Tennessee have similar programs but have traditionally had different Expected Progeny Differ-
ences (EPD) requirements. The guidelines committees of the two states met and came to consensus on a 
set of guidelines that are now uniform across the state line. Some of the major changes are highlighted in 
this article, however, pay close attention to the full requirements before purchasing a bull for cost-share 
funding. 
 
The number of bull categories has been reduced to 3; Balanced Trait/Maternal, Terminal Sire and Carcass 
Merit. There is no longer a Heifer Acceptable category, however, recommended minimal Calving Ease Di-
rect or Birth Weight EPDs are provided for those that plan to breed the bull to heifers. 
 
There are only EPD requirements for CED/BW and Growth traits OR CED/BW and an appropriate Eco-
nomic Selection Index value depending on the breed. The is no longer a milk requirement for Balanced 
Trait/Maternal, however a range is recommended for producers to consider staying within. There are also 
recommendations for maximum Mature Weight EPDs and minimum Docility EPDs. 
 
The formatting has changed. Instead of all breeds’ requirements being listed in a table for each bull cate-
gory, they are now listed by breed with the requirements and recommendations for each category. 
 
All bulls will still be required to be genomically tested and have Genomically Enhanced EPDs! Contact 
your breed association for more information on how to accomplish this. 

 
These new requirements will be implemented starting January 1, 2025. Please bear with us as we make this 
transition, we will try to work through any issues that arise. In the long run this will simplify bull purchases 
across the KY/TN state line and will improve the program overall. 
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Must have prior approval from AG Agent for these  

webinars to qualify for CAIP educational meeting 

 UK Beef Management Webinar Series  

Registration is necessary, however, if you received an email directly from Darrh Bullock then you are already 
registered. If you received this information from another source and have not registered previously, then 
please send an email to dbullock@uky.edu with Beef Webinar in the subject line and your name and county 
in the message. You will receive the direct link with a password the morning of each meeting. This invitation 
will directly link you to the site and you will be asked for the password which can be found just below the link. 
Each session will be recorded and posted for later viewing. All meeting times are 8:00pm ET/7:00pm CT.  

 
March 11, 2025  
Preparing for a Successful Spring Breeding Season – Les Anderson, Extension Professor, University of 
Kentucky  
 
April 8, 2025  
Health Update and Internal Parasite Field Study Results – Michelle Arnold, Extension Veterinarian, and 
Jeff Lehmkuhler, Extension Professor, University of Kentucky  
 
For additional information, please contact the Extension Office.   
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News from  

Farm Service Agency! 

 
The Farm Service Agency  
announced the 2025  
enrollment period for  
Agriculture Risk Coverage 
(ARC) and Price Loss  
Coverage (PLC) is from  
January 21 to April 15.  
 
The American Relief Act, 
2025 extended many Farm 
Bill-authorized programs for 
another year, including ARC 
and PLC.   
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Application is available at:  https://www.kysu.edu/academics/college-ahnr/school-of-anr/co-op/

beginner-beekeeping-program-application.php 

Master Logger  Web TV 
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Optimizing Fertilizer Use for Kentucky Crops—cont’d 
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PRIVATE APPLICATOR TRAINING  

 

Breckinridge County Extension Farmers’ Market & Education Facility  

 

Friday, February 21, 2025                 9 a.m. or 11 a.m. (ct)  

           Friday, February 28, 2025              9 a.m. or 11 a.m. (ct)  

These trainings are for restricted and non-restricted pesticides.  

A video will be shown. Producer will be required to take a written test.  

The entire session will last approximately 1 1/2 hours.  

Pre-register at 270-756-2182 for one of these dates and times.  
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EQUIPMENT FOR RENT    

The Extension Office has a No-Till Seed Drill, an in-line silage Hay Wrapper and Boomless Pasture Sprayers 

available for rent. 

For more information on renting or to schedule a date to use call:  

     No-Till Seed Drill  —   

 Hobdy Dye & Reed at 270-756-2555  

 

     Inline Silage Hay Wrapper  —    

 Wright Implement at 270-756-5152  

         

     Two (2) –Boomless Pasture Sprayers —  

 Carol Hinton at 270-617-3417  
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Almanac Tidbits for:  February 

   

 Plant above ground crops——  3-5, 8, 9, 27, 28 

  

 Plant Below ground crops —–  15-19, 22-24 

   

 Seed Beds—————–——–  8, 9, 7-18 

 

 Kill plant pests:—–————–  1, 2, 6, 7, 10-14, 20, 21, 25, 26 

 

2025 CALENDARS:  We now have these calendars  

Sheep and Goat Calendar                          Beef Calendar 

If you are a producer stop by and pick up one of these calendars 

 

We also have a Nutrition Education Program Recipe calendar  



Stop by one of the following recycling centers near you: 

 Breckinridge County High School 
Cloverport Fire Department 
Auggie Doggie’s, Garfield 

St. Romuald Gym, Hardinsburg 
McQuady Firehouse 

Breckinridge County Extension Office 
Rough River Corp of Engineers Office 

McDaniels Fire Department  
Frederick Fraize High School, Cloverport 

Hardinsburg Elementary School  
Union Star  

 All recycling sites are  
accessible 24 hours a day, 

seven days a week. 

The Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment is an Equal Opportunity Organization with respect to edu-

cation and employment and authorization to provide research, education information and other services only to individuals 

and institutions that function without regard to economic or social status and will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

ethnic origin, national origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, 

pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, physical or mental disability or reprisal or retaliation for 

prior civil rights activity.  Reasonable accommodation of disability may be available with prior notice. Program information 

may be made available in languages other than English. Inquiries regarding compliance with Title VI and Title VII of the 

Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and other related 

matter should be directed to Equal Opportunity Office, Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment,  

University of Kentucky, Room S-105, Agriculture Science Building, North Lexington, Kentucky 40546,  the UK Office of 

Equal Opportunity, 13 Main Building,  University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40506-0032 or  US Department of Agricul-

ture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,  1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410.       

 

Mark Your Calendar! 

February 20, 2025—BCCA mtg– Breckinridge County Extension Community Bldg.  

February 21, 2025—Private Applicator Training, Breck. Co. Farmers’ Market & Education Facility 

February 25, 2025—Master Logger TV Webinar Course, Breckinridge County Extension Farmers’ 

Market and Educational Facility 

February 28, 2025—Private Applicator Training, Breck. Co. Farmers’ Market & Educational Facility.  

March 20, 2025—BCCA mtg—Breckinridge County Extension Community Bldg.  

May 13, 2025—Wheat Field Day, UK Research & Education Center, Princeton, KY 

July 22, 2025-Corn, Soybean & Tobacco Field Day, UK Research & Education Center, Princeton, KY 
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