
 

 

1377 S HWY 261   |   Hardinsburg, KY 40143  |  P: 270-756-2182  |   F: 270-756-9016   |   breckinridge.ca.uky.edu 

 

Agent’s Corner 
According to the 2020-21 Lime and Nutrient Recommendations (AGR 1). 

A typical Fescue and White Clover annual top-dressing recommendation with the following parameters; over 

25% white clover-NO Nitrogen recommended, we assume you have Nitrogen reserves that the crop will use 

and this is an annual top dress for a HAY field.  But we need to consider how much nutrients will be taken off 

this field in an average year.  According to AGR 1, FESCUE hay will take off 35-18-50 per TON of hay.  If the 

hay field yields are three (3) ton to the acre, you will need to have 90-54-150. Realize this is for ONE (1) cut-

ting.  I can’t tell you how many I have spoken to that brag that they were able to get 2-3 cuttings of hay.  So, 

beware when you take off more hay, you are removing more nutrients.   

I have been visiting local farm stores and there are TONS of 19-19-19 going out the door.  So, if you were  

going to use 19-19-19 for an AVERAGE fertilizer recommendation, how much would you need per acre?  I 

don’t think I can say that 19-19-19 can fix everything.  Just stop and think, if you DON’T have a soil sample.   

 
 

Please continue using the soil testing program. It’s our roadmap—helping us stay on course. Even if your 

blends seem right, testing might reveal savings on fields with high residual nutrients. A new AGR 1 is coming 

out this year with major changes to recommendations. 

Sincerely,  

 
 

 

Carol M. Hinton 

Breckinridge County Extension Agent  

for Agriculture/Natural Resources Education  

Amount Applied per acre Fertilizer Blend End analysis applied 

100 19-19-19 19-19-19 

200 19-19-19 38-38-38 

300 19-19-19 57-57-57 

400 19-19-19 76-76-76 
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Tree Giveaway!   

Sponsored by the  

Breckinridge County  

Conservation District. 

The Tree giveaway  

will be held  

at the  

Breckinridge County  

Fairgrounds  

on  

    April 23, 2025 

             9 a. m. (ct)  
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Breckinridge County Farmers’ Market  

Mandatory Meetings 

 

When:    Tuesday, April 29, 2025— 6 p.m. (ct)       

                                    OR 

  Wednesday, April 30, 2025—9 a.m. (ct)  

Where:   Extension Farmers’ Market & Educational Facility 
 

Call 270-756-2182 to register for the date you want to attend. 

 

There is a major change for this year.   

If you intend to sell at the Breckinridge County Farmers’ Market this year 

then you must attend one of these meetings.   

 

Breckinridge County Cattlemans’  Association Meeting 

TOPIC:  NCRS PROGRAM 

The BCCA monthly meeting will be held at  

6 p.m. (ct)   

in the  

Breckinridge County Extension Community Building  

on  

Tuesday,  April 22, 2025   

 

Call 270-756-2182 to register for this meeting. 

 

This will be a CAIP APPROVED MEETING 
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News from  

Farm Service Agency! 

 
The Farm Service Agency is 
now accepting applications 
for the Emergency Com-
modity Assistance Program 
(ECAP) for the 2024 crop 
year.   

ECAP will help agricultural 
producers mitigate the im-
pacts of increased input 
costs and falling commodi-
ty prices.   

The deadline to apply is 
8/15/25.   

Please contact the Farm 
Service Agency office at 
270-756-5263 for any ques-
tions.  

 

Application is available at:  https://www.kysu.edu/academics/college-ahnr/school-of-anr/co-op/

beginner-beekeeping-program-application.php 
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Source:  National Weather Service  
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Source:  National Weather Service  
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Unlucky Kentucky? —cont’d  

Rose Care 

In early May, I put one (1) tablespoon of Osmocote around each bush, which will last for 

several weeks. 

You will need to start fertilizing every two weeks.  Water thoroughly before fertilizing, if 

it does not rain, water between fertilizing.  DO NOT WATER AT NIGHT.  The best time 

to water is in the morning hours so foliage will dry before nightfall, because roses do not 

like to go to bed with wet feet. Do not fertilize after August. 

Also, it is time to begin your spray program of an insecticide, such as Isotox, and a fungicide, such as,  

Funginex.      NOTE:   Be sure to follow directions on labels. 

At the first sight of disease, spray with a fungicide every 10 days during the growing season. 

At first sight of insects, spray with an insecticide, and then repeat application in 10 days.  If needed, you 

can spray every 10 days. 

When the buds have been spent, prune back to first 5th leaf.  Roses that are kept neatly pruned will consist-

ently produce more flowers than bushes not pruned.  After the first buds have been removed, remove most 

of the foliage at the lower end of the plant (about three (3) or four (4) leaves up from the ground) to im-

prove air circulation. In Mid-September, discontinue pruning buds to allow bushes to store energy for the 

winter. 

At Thanksgiving, it is time to prune a few inches of dense, twigging top growth from bushes to prevent 

winter wind damage.  If the weather is mild, spray a fungicide on bare stems and on the ground.  Begin 
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Bourbon Brood of Periodical Cicadas Ready to Sing this Spring in Kentucky 

By Jennifer Elwell, April 11, 2025 

Kentucky will be the epicenter for the emergence of Brood 14 of 17-year periodical cicadas this spring. Designated the 
“Bourbon Brood” by University of Kentucky Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environ-
ment entomologists, these time-keeping insects are characterized by their red eyes and loud singing. 

Periodical cicadas have appeared in Western Kentucky counties over the past few years, but the largest emergence 
area for 2025 will occur across most of Central and Eastern Kentucky. 

According to Jonathan Larson, Assistant Extension Entomology Professor in the Department of Entomology at UK Mar-
tin-Gatton CAFE, the 17-year periodical cicadas emerge from the soil to molt into their flying, adult form in late April to 
early May, much earlier than annual cicadas. 

“We will begin seeing this brood of cicadas when the soil warms to the mid-60s, about the same time you start to see 
iris blooms,” Larson said. “A lot of people hate them, but I hope they will learn to appreciate them as periodical cicadas 
are such a rarity.” 

Larson explained that the periodical cicada nymphs live in the soil, feeding on the sap of tree roots. They count their 
feeding cycles to know when to emerge and prepare for molt. Not all cicadas appear in the correct year; the few that 
do not are referred to as stragglers. 

What to expect at emergence 

Cicadas are not harmful to humans, pets or wildlife, as they do not bite or sting. While some may compare cicadas to 
locusts, Larson said they do not swarm and cause massive plant damage. Adult cicadas feed on sap with little impact to 
the plant. 

Local wildlife, such as snakes, foxes and turkeys, will benefit from the extra protein provided by the cicadas. Although 
Larson mentioned that the surge in cicada numbers won’t immediately boost the population of predatory animals in 
high-emergence areas, it will likely lead to increased feeding activity. He advised people to be aware. 

In addition to the many nymph exoskeleton shells left behind on tree trunks and nearby objects, the adult cicadas’ 
sound will be difficult to avoid. 

“A song from a large congregation of cicadas can be deafening, rivaling the sound made by a jet engine,” Larson said. 
“Only the males can produce the sound, and their first song is to encourage other males to congregate in sunlit trees. 
Another choral song is then made to attract females. The males will die shortly after mating, and the females will begin 
laying their eggs.” 

Protecting trees and shrubs 

Larson said egg laying is the part of the periodical cicada lifecycle that can be problematic for orchards, tree nurseries 
and landscapers. 

Female cicadas will bore their ovipositor into young, tender tree or shrub branches and deposit 200-600 eggs. This 
“flagging” may cause the branches to snap. While not beneficial for a growing tree, a fallen branch makes for a much 
shorter journey for the hatching nymphs from egg to soil. A heavy population of nymphs in the soil may also impact the 
tree’s root system. 

While using insecticides may be less costly, Larson said the safest and most effective way to prevent tree and shrub 
damage is by using cicada netting, which prevents females from laying their eggs. 

Netting is suggested for use on new and smaller trees: oak, apple, arborvitae, ash, beech, berry and grape vines, crab 
apple, cherry, dogwood, hickory, holly, maple, lilacs, magnolia, peach, pear, rose bushes, spirea and willows. It should 
be installed when the cicadas begin to sing, about mid-May for most of the area. Trees that are established in the land-
scape — too tall to net for most people — will grow throughout the egg-laying period. 

“By using the netting, we won’t be harming these wonderful examples of nature’s pageantry,” said Larson. 

For additional information on periodical cicadas from the UK Department of Entomology, visit https://
entomology.ca.uky.edu/ef446.  

https://www.ca.uky.edu/
https://www.ca.uky.edu/
https://entomology.ca.uky.edu/directory/jonathan-larson
https://entomology.ca.uky.edu/
https://entomology.ca.uky.edu/ef446
https://entomology.ca.uky.edu/ef446
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EQUIPMENT FOR RENT    

The Extension Office has a No-Till Seed Drill, an in-line silage Hay Wrapper and Boomless Pasture Sprayers 

available for rent. 

For more information on renting or to schedule a date to use call:  

     No-Till Seed Drill  —   

 GreenPoint AG LLC at 270-756-2311 

 

     Inline Silage Hay Wrapper  —    

 Wright Implement 1 LLC at 270-756-5152  

         

     Two (2) –Boomless Pasture Sprayers —  

 Carol Hinton at 270-617-3417  
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Almanac Tidbits for:  April   
  

 Plant above ground crops—— 3-5, 10, 11, 27, 28 
  
 Plant Below ground crops —–  12-14, 18, 19, 23, 24 
   
 Seed Beds—————–——–  3-5, 13, 14 
 
 Kill plant pests:—–————–  1, 2, 6-9, 15-17, 20-22, 25,26, 29, 30 
 

Almanac Tidbits for:  May 
 
 Plant above ground crops—— 1, 2, 8-11, 28-29 
  
 Plant Below ground crops —–  12, 15-17, 20, 21, 24, 25 
   
 Seed Beds—————–——–  1, 2, 10-12, 28, 29 
 
 Kill plant pests:—–————–  3-7, 13, 14, 18, 19, 22, 23, 26, 27, 30, 31 

 

RINSE AND RETURN PLASTIC PESTICIDE CONTAINER PROGRAM  

Breckinridge County Extension Pavilion  

1377 S. Hwy 261,   Hardinsburg, KY 40143  

Tuesday, September 2, 2025  

Time: 12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m. (ct)  

Jugs must be triple rinsed, hole punched in bottom or side and  

free from paper label and most dirt.  



Stop by one of the following recycling centers near you: 

 Breckinridge County High School 
Cloverport Fire Department 
Auggie Doggie’s, Garfield 

St. Romuald Gym, Hardinsburg 
McQuady Firehouse 

Breckinridge County Extension Office 
Rough River Corp of Engineers Office 

McDaniels Fire Department  
Frederick Fraize High School, Cloverport 

Hardinsburg Elementary School  
Union Star  

 All recycling sites are  
accessible 24 hours a day, 

seven days a week. 

The Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment is an Equal Opportunity Organization with respect to edu-

cation and employment and authorization to provide research, education information and other services only to individuals 

and institutions that function without regard to economic or social status and will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

ethnic origin, national origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, 

pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, physical or mental disability or reprisal or retaliation for 

prior civil rights activity.  Reasonable accommodation of disability may be available with prior notice. Program information 

may be made available in languages other than English. Inquiries regarding compliance with Title VI and Title VII of the 

Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and other related 

matter should be directed to Equal Opportunity Office, Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment,  

University of Kentucky, Room S-105, Agriculture Science Building, North Lexington, Kentucky 40546,  the UK Office of 

Equal Opportunity, 13 Main Building,  University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40506-0032 or  US Department of Agricul-

ture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,  1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410.       

 

Mark Your Calendar! 

April 22, 2025—BCCA Meeting—Breck Co. Community Building 

May 13, 2025—Wheat Field Day, UK Research & Education Center, Princeton, KY 

June 26, 2025– Pest Management Field Day, UK Research & Education Center, Princeton, KY  

July 22, 2025-Corn, Soybean & Tobacco Field Day, UK Research & Education Center, Princeton, KY 

August 28, 2025—KATS Field Crop Pest Management & Spray Clinic-UK Research & Education 

Center, Princeton, KY 

September 2, 2025—Rinse & Return Program, Breckinridge County Extension Service Pavilion  
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  Like us on Facebook! 

www.facebook.com/

breckinridgeextensionagriculture 


