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Agent’s Corner 
 
I am sure you are now noticing some of the odd things going on in your lawn. Fairy Rings is the most asked 

question this past month.  Here are some of the answers to your questions.   

 

FAIRY RINGS are caused by many species of mushroom-forming fungi that cause rings or arcs of dead 

grass or rings of stimulated grass. These rings are variable in size and are sometimes followed by rings of 

mushrooms during rainy seasons. 

• All turfgrasses can be affected especially when grasses are grown under droughty conditions or when 

grown in low fertility soils. 

 

Primary symptoms 

The primary symptoms are arcs and rings of thin or dying grass or ribbons of darker faster-growing grass 

within the turf. 

• The areas within the rings are typically drier than the surrounding soil and may be extensively colonized 

by the white thread-like network of fungal strands of the organism causing the problem. This fungal colo-

nization often renders the soil impermeable to water penetration. 

• Fairy rings are variable in size from a few inches to over 200 feet in diameter. 

• The rings or arcs typically become larger each year, however, two rings will not cross each other, and on 

slopes, the bottom of the ring is typically open forming an arc. Ring symptoms may fade during the fall 

and winter due to turf dormancy. 

• Mushrooms may occur suddenly along the outline of the ring, typically when adequate moisture is pre-

sent, or may not occur for several years. 

 

Sincerely,  
 
 
Carol M. Hinton 

Breckinridge County Extension Agent  

for Agriculture/Natural Resources Education  

 

  Like us on Facebook! 

www.facebook.com/

breckinridgeextensionagriculture 
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This article was published in the Off the Hoof Newsletter, June 3, 2024 
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with non-EID official eartags or Brucellosis vaccination tags, even though this results in more than 

one official eartag in an individual animal (page 102). 

 

What must be on an official ear tag? 

USDA Official Ear tags (Figure 3) are designed for one-time use (tamper evi-

dent) and imprinted with:  

• A unique animal identification number or “AIN” which is a 15-digit number  

starting with 840003;  

- Official Ear tag Shield  

 
- The words “Unlawful to Remove”;  

- Manufacturer’s Logo or Trademark (printed or impression of) 

- The placement of official RFID tags is recommended in the left ear, but there is no such regula-

tory  requirement, and the tags may be placed in either ear at the owner’s discretion. 

 

Buyer beware: Tags containing numbers with the prefix “USA” or a numeric manufacturer code 

such as 982 are not considered official identification but these tags are still available for purchase 

and, in many cases, cannot be returned or exchanged for the correct tags. APHIS only recognizes 

tags beginning with numeric country codes (“840” for the United States) as official (page 49). Bear 

in mind that there are 840 visual panel tags available that do not contain RFID technology that will 

not be accepted as official after the final rule becomes effective. 

 

Have the rules regarding movement within slaughter channels changed? 

The existing regulations allow cattle to move interstate to an approved livestock market and then 

to slaughter or directly to slaughter without official identification (typically travel on a backtag) un-

less held up for more than 3 days. This final rule clarifies that animals may only move to another 

slaughter establishment or approved feedlot, with appropriate documentation and identification, 

but must remain in a terminal market and can only be sold/re-sold as slaughter cattle. (page 101) 

 

Will EID tags increase food safety? Will EID tags be used to identify beef imported into the US? 

Since animal identification programs end at the time of slaughter, EID tags on cattle will not direct-

ly increase food safety. Within the USDA, food safety of meat and meat food products falls under 

the Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS).  Although APHIS does not provide oversight of 

the slaughter or processing operations, APHIS conducts slaughter surveillance for domestic ani-

mal diseases, such as  brucellosis and TB, and some foreign animal diseases. 

 

Similarly, COOL (Country of Origin Labeling) is not related to APHIS’ animal disease traceability   

program but is under the purview of the Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS). (page 19) 

Figure 3: Example 
of an Official Tag 



EQUIPMENT FOR RENT    

The Extension Office has a No-Till Seed Drill, an in-line silage Hay Wrapper and Boomless Pasture Sprayers 

available for rent. 

For more information on renting or to schedule a date to use call:  

     No-Till Seed Drill  —   

 Hobdy Dye & Reed at 270-756-2555  

 

 

     Inline Silage Hay Wrapper  —    

 Wright Implement at 270-756-5152  

         

     

     2 –Boomless Pasture Sprayers —  

 Carol Hinton at 270-617-3417  
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Almanac Tidbits for:  July 

  

 Plant above ground crops —–  5, 11-15, 19, 20 

  

 Plant Below ground crops —– 1, 4, 23, 24, 27, 28, 31 

   

 Seed Beds—————–——– 4, 5, 14, 15, 31 

  

 Kill plant pests:—–————– 2, 3, 6-10, 16-18, 21, 22, 25, 26, 29, 30 

 

 

Almanac Tidbits for:  August 

  

 Plant above ground crops —–  8-12, 15, 16 

  

 Plant Below ground crops —– 1, 2, 19, 20, 23, 24, 28, 29 

   

 Seed Beds—————–——– 1, 2, 10-12, 28, 29 

  

 Kill plant pests:—–————– 3-7, 13, 14, 18, 21, 22, 25-27, 30, 31 
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UK launches new “Weather Alert” smartphone app 

While designed with farmers in mind, the free app will assist all Kentuckians with real-
time weather updates. In a move to boost weather-related awareness and agricultural 
decision-making, the University of Kentucky Ag Weather Center, in partnership with the 
UK Department of Biosystems and Ag Engineering, UK Center for Computational Sci-
ences and the Southeastern Center for Agricultural Health and Injury Prevention 
(SCAHIP), has announced the launch of “Weather Alert.” The smartphone application 
aims to serve both Kentucky’s farming community and other residents by providing crit-
ical weather updates and forecasts. Although designed for KY producers it works any-
where in the country. 

Weather Alert is available at no cost and free from advertisements, ensuring a seam-
less and efficient user experience.  The Weather Alert app has provided real-time 
weather information for our extension agents, producers, families and communities to 
make decisions and be proactive with weather-related events.” 

To download via iOS, visit https://apple.co/3wN3645 
To download via Android, visit https://bit.ly/4dUyxdq 

Excerpt from a press released written by UK’s Jordon Strickler. 

 

This article was posted on July 8, 2024 on the UK Forage News website 

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/weather-alert-app/id6470309148
https://bit.ly/4dUyxdq
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Heart of America Grazing Conference Oct 15, 16, 17 

 

The University of Kentucky is proud to announce the 2024 Heart of America Grazing Conference in 
Elizabethtown, Kentucky! Our three day event will take place throughout Central Kentucky and in-
clude some dynamic speakers on all things regenerative agriculture. The Heart of America Grazing 
Conference is an annual conference rotated around the mid-Atlantic and southeast region which 
focuses on improving regenerative agricultural practices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday, October 15, join us for a pasture ecology workshop at a local regenerative agricultural 
operation, Glenmar Farms, in Cecelia, Kentucky. We will be doing a deep dive into all things related 
to ecological systems and welcoming Dr. Matt Poore from North Carolina State University. Also on 
Tuesday, October 15 we will be having the Heart of America banquet. We look forward to recogniz-
ing individuals dedicated to promoting regenerative agriculture and supporting our mission. 

On Wednesday, October 16, we will be having the Heart of America Grazing Conference at the 
Hardin County Extension Office in Elizabethtown. We will hear from many industry experts and 
speakers, including Ray Archuleta, to discuss all things regenerative agriculture, soil health, and 
pasture ecology. 

On Thursday, October 17, we will be visiting Greg Brann’s Big Springs Farm in Adolphus, Ken-
tucky. Join us to see a well-established multi-species grazing operations with one of the nation’s 
foremost experts on soil health. 

Come to any one or all of these 3 events. Simply google “Eventbrite Heart of America Grazing Con-

ference 2024” and you’ll be taken directly to the registration page. 

This article was first posted on the  UK Forage News Website  on July 8, 2024 



Stop by one of the following recycling centers near you: 

 Breckinridge County High School 
Cloverport Fire Department 
Auggie Doggie’s, Garfield 

St. Romuald Gym, Hardinsburg 
McQuady Firehouse 

Breckinridge County Extension Office 
Rough River Corp of Engineers Office 

McDaniels Fire Department  
Frederick Fraize High School, Cloverport 

Hardinsburg Elementary School  
Union Star  

 All recycling sites are  
accessible 24 hours a day, 

seven days a week. 

The Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment is an Equal Opportunity Organization with respect to 
education and employment and authorization to provide research, education information and other services only to in-
dividuals and institutions that function without regard to economic or social status and will not discriminate on the bases 
of race, color, ethnic origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, 
pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, or physical or mental disability or reprisal or retalia-
tion for prior civil rights activity.  Reasonable accommodation of disability may be available with prior notice.  Program 
information may be made available in languages other than English.  Inquiries regarding compliance with Title VI and 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
and other related matter should be directed to Equal Opportunity Office, Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and 
Environment, University of Kentucky, Room S-105, Agriculture Science Building, North Lexington, Kentucky 40546, the 
UK Office of Institutional Equity and Equal Opportunity, 13 Main Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40506-
0032 or US Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, 
SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410.  

Mark Your Calendar! 
 

August 6, 2024—Got Woods?  Let’s Talk, Ohio County Extension Office, Hartford, KY  

August 15-25, 2024—Kentucky State Fair, Louisville, KY 

August 29, 2024—Field Crop Pest Management & Spray Clinic—UK Research & Education Center, 

Princeton, KY 

October 15-17, 2024– Heart of America Grazing Conference, Hardin County Cooperative Extensive 

Service, Elizabethtown, KY  
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RINSE AND RETURN PLASTIC PESTICIDE CONTAINER PROGRAM  

Breckinridge County Extension Pavilion  

1377 S. Hwy 261,   Hardinsburg, KY 40143  

Tuesday, September 3, 2024  

Time: 12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m. (ct)  

Jugs must be triple rinsed, hole punched in bottom or side and  

free from paper label and most dirt.  


