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Agent’s Corner

| am sure you are now noticing some of the odd things going on in your lawn. Fairy Rings is the most asked
question this past month. Here are some of the answers to your questions.

FAIRY RINGS are caused by many species of mushroom-forming fungi that cause rings or arcs of dead

grass or rings of stimulated grass. These rings are variable in size and are sometimes followed by rings of

mushrooms during rainy seasons.

e All turfgrasses can be affected especially when grasses are grown under droughty conditions or when
grown in low fertility soils.

Primary symptoms

The primary symptoms are arcs and rings of thin or dying grass or ribbons of darker faster-growing grass

within the turf.

e The areas within the rings are typically drier than the surrounding soil and may be extensively colonized
by the white thread-like network of fungal strands of the organism causing the problem. This fungal colo-
nization often renders the soil impermeable to water penetration.

e Fairy rings are variable in size from a few inches to over 200 feet in diameter.

e The rings or arcs typically become larger each year, however, two rings will not cross each other, and on
slopes, the bottom of the ring is typically open forming an arc. Ring symptoms may fade during the fall
and winter due to turf dormancy.

e Mushrooms may occur suddenly along the outline of the ring, typically when adequate moisture is pre-
sent, or may not occur for several years.
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Cooperative Breckinridge County
Extension Service Agriculture and Natural Resources

Farmers’ Market Appreciation Breakfast

Saturday, August 3, 2024 7 to 9 A.M. (CT)

Breckinridge County Extension
Community Building

National Farmers’ Market Week

August 4-10, 2024

Nutrition Incentive Items Available

Breckinridge County Farm Bureau Board will give out Farmers’ Market Vouchers
with proof of Farm Bureau Membership/Insurance.

Sponsored by:
Breckinridge County Cooperative Extension Service,
Breckinridge County Extension Board and Extension Council,
Breckinridge County Farm Bureau Board
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Open every Tuesday--3 p.
./ untilproducts are sold
.~/ June 25 thru October 2024

> // Location: \/f
T Jr 1377 South Hwy 261, Hardinsburg, KY 1
//f 9 7 Behind the Breckinridge County Extension Office \\
Ay in the Extension Farmers’ Market and Educational Facility, N
W on the corner of US 60 By-Pass and Hwy 261
A '/;,/- \
’ /’,,;m Accepting WIC and Senior Citizens’ Market Card--
) WIC Card—contact the Health Dept. at 270-756-5121
Senior Citizens’ Card— contact the Breckinridge County Extension Service

at 270-756-2182 ey 3

Wide variety of fruit and vegetables.
This is a great opportunity to come out and meet
the producers who work hard producing
b the high quality produce that you enjoy.

%ﬁ For more information call 270-756-

- Funded in part by Kentucky Agricultural Dev@ap: »
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Kentucky Woodland
Owners Association
www.kwoa.net

KWOA Regional Meeting

Augus’i i’-}r 2024 M@E’ L] ﬂo Tgplk;})
L - Learn about KWO/
6:30 - 8:30 PM CST Kentucky Division m“ Forestry
will discuss stewardship plans
and controlled burns.
NRCS will discuss cost share
for woodland owners

Please RSVP by
July 29, 2024.




This article was published in the Off the Hoof Newsletter, June 3, 2024

Animal Disease Traceability Rule: Infrequently Asked Questions

Dr. Michelle Arnold, DVM- Ruminant Extension Veterinarian (UKVDL)

In a press release 1ssued on April 26, 2024, it was announced that a new rule, entitled “Use of Electronic
Identification (EID) Eartags as Official Identification in Cattle and Bison” was finalized. This final rule
1s an amendment to the animal disease traceability regulations already in place as of January 2013. The
new rule requires eartags to be both visually and electronically

readable to be recognized as official eartags for interstate travel for e

cattle and bison covered under the regulations. In addition, the
amendment revised the definition of dairy cattle, clarified certain
record keeping requirements, and revised requirements for cattle
moving to slaughter. This final rule is specifically focused on
improving the ability to trace LIVE animals accurately and rapidly to
contain disease outbreaks before they can do substantial damage to the
cattle industry. The rule will be published in the Federal Register in the

Overarching Goals To Increase Traceability

coming We_eks .and will t.ake effect 180 days af-‘tgr its publicatiqn. Figufe 1. Homepage of the APHIS
APHIS maintains an Animal Disease Traceability webpage (Figure 1)  Animal Disease Traceability
with direct access to the Final Rule, FAQs, how to obtain free BRI,

electronic ID tags, and other resources at
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/traceability . This article will attempt to address
some of the less frequently asked questions about important aspects of the new rule. For reference, page
numbers are included where these questions are addressed in the final rule.

Has anything changed with this new rule regarding which cattle are required to have “official
identification” when moving interstate?
No, the final rule does not change the categories of cattle and bison subject to the official ID
requirements for interstate movement (page 2). Cattle and bison that move interstate and fall into
specific categories need official, individual eartags that now can be read both visually and electronically.
The requirement for individual identification does not include feeder cattle, nor any cattle or bison
moving directly to slaughter.

Beef Cattle (and Bison) that currently require official ID:

-All sexually intact beef cattle and bison 18 months of age or over;

- Cattle and bison of any age used for rodeo or recreational events; and

-Cattle and bison of any age used for shows or exhibitions.

Dairy Cattle that currently require official ID:

-All female dairy cattle of any age and all dairy males born after March 11, 2013; the new rule revised
the definition of dairy cattle as follows: “All cattle, regardless of age or sex or current use, that are of a
breed(s) or offspring of a breed used to produce milk or other dairy products for human consumption,
including, but not limited to, Ayrshire, Brown Swiss, Holstein, Jersey, Guernsey, Milking Shorthorn,
and Red and Whites.” (page 30)

According to the revised definition of “dairy cattle”, the offspring of a dairy animal requires
official ID for interstate movement. Does this include Beef on Dairy calves?

Yes! According to the final rule, “APHIS’ operational guidance has consistently held that beet/dairy
cross bred cattle fall under the definition of dairy cattle and are therefore already required to have



official identification; our change to the dairy cattle definition codifies this longstanding guidance
regarding how to interpret the regulations” (page 31). “Beef/dairy cross breeds should already be
officially identified. We have no indication of noncompliance or controversy surrounding this

policy... We acknowledge the possibility that there may be cattle producers that did not consider their
beef/dairy cross breeds to be dairy cattle and were alerted to our interpretation of the definition of dairy
cattle to encompass beef/dairy cross breeds by this rulemaking” (pages 71-72). In addition, the revision
states that the official ID numbers of all dairy cattle, regardless of whether they are sexually intact, must
be recorded on the Interstate Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (ICVI or “Health Certificate™). (page
29)

Why would Beef on Dairy calves be at higher risk for disease?

“As stated in the proposed rule, dairy farm management practices, such as pooling colostrum from
multiple cows for many calves, commingling calves at different locations during their lifetimes, and
movement to many destinations, result in a higher risk of disease transmission. Beef/dairy crosses born
on dairy farms are likely to be exposed to these practices, especially in early life; therefore, they are at
an increased risk of disease transmission.” (page 31)

The final rule added several recordkeeping requirements for official identification. Currently
anyone (State, Tribe, accredited veterinarian, or person) who distributes official ID devices must
maintain records of recipient names and addresses for S years. How did this change?

The final rule added that the official ID distribution records must be entered by the person distributing
the devices into a database designated by APHIS. Any eartags applied by a federally accredited
veterinarian must also be recorded in a readily accessible database available to APHIS in the event of a
traceback (page 37). However, a producer who applies official ID tags to his or her own animals but
does not distribute the tags to anyone else does not fall under the recordkeeping reporting requirement

(page 42).

APHIS did add a new paragraph stating that required records must be maintained by the responsible
person or entity and “be of sufficient accuracy, quality, and completeness to demonstrate compliance
with all conditions and requirements” of the final rule. It further requires that APHIS be allowed access
to all records during normal business hours, to include visual inspection and reproduction (e.g.,
photocopying, digital reproduction), and the responsible person or entity must submit to APHIS all
reports and notices containing the information specified within 48 hours of receipt of request for records.

(page 37)

Is a PIN still required to acquire and apply EID tags?

Yes. The PIN (premise ID number) is a nationally unique number assigned to a premise, usually issued
through the State animal health official, that is a “geographically distinct location™. The PIN is
associated with the location the tag was placed on the animal, not the location of the cattle owner. “All
currently approved EID eartags (RFID AIN “840”eartags) are associated with a PIN or a State location
identification number (LID), inasmuch as a PIN or a LID is required for” acquisition of the tags. “A PIN
is the numerical equivalent of a 911 postal address or a GPS number. A LID is the State-managed
equivalent for producers who prefer to have the State store their information, rather than the Federal
Government” (page 46).



This final rule does not require producers to purchase and affix EID eartags to their cattle as the only
acceptable official identification device or method to meet the ofticial identification requirements for
interstate movement (page 3); the regulations continue to list eartags as one of several forms of
authorized official identification, which also include tattoos and brands when accepted by State officials
in the sending and receiving States. (see Frequently Asked Questions at the APHIS website for further
information).

Given that a major reason for this new official ID rule is to keep transcription errors to a
minimum, why does APHIS still require a visually-readable tag?

The 15-digit identification number currently used for all approved EID eartags begins with the same 6
digits: 840003. The first 3 digits are the country code, which is 840 for the United States. The following
3 digits, 003, signify a sequential numbering system from a start number of 003,000,000,000. Therefore,
an individual visually reading an EID tag would only read 9 unique characters (the characters following
840003). These characters are only numbers, with readability standards including larger font size and
color contrast. A transcription error “is not likely to significantly increase from the current state when
relying on visual read of the eartag; if anything, several factors should make it easier, not harder, to
transcribe the tag number. However, the use of EID tags would allow for an electronic read of the tag if
a transcription error were believed to have occurred.” (page 43) This final rule does not require
producers or livestock markets to have electronic reading equipment or additional data management
systems, because the official EID tags must be readable visually as well as electronically.

RFID tags were previously categorized as either “Low Frequency” (LF) or “Ultra-High
Frequency” (UHF). This final rule refers to RFID tags as “HDX” or “FDX”. Are these terms
similar?

The RFID tag technology can be categorized by the radio frequency range it uses to communicate, either
low (LF) or ultrahigh frequency (UHF)—whichever the State, producer or industry sector prefers. Low
frequency tags have a shorter read range and only one tag can be read at a time. UHF has an extended
read range of up to 30 feet, faster data transfer, and 1s better suited to capturing load lots of cattle.
However, RFID can also be categorized by the way information is transferred between the tag and
reader, either “Half Duplex (HDX) or “Full Duplex” (FDX). HDX tags are heavier, they transmit
information one way at a time and are better able to transmit through interference such as metal objects,
and they have the strongest read range. FDX eartags are lighter in weight, they transmit information
continuously but are more susceptible to interference from metal objects and fluorescent lights.
Regardless of type, all RFID tags must be approved by USDA and meet standards for quality and
performance, be tamper proof, contain a unique ID, and display the U.S. official ear tag shield.

What if the animal already has “official identification” such as the NUES Metal Tag or a visual-
only tag? Does it have to be removed or will it be required to apply an additional electronically-
readable tag?

No, all visual-only official ID tags applied prior to the date the rule is
effective will be considered official identification for the animal’s 3 .

lifetime including the metal NUES tags (Figure 2), commonly referred B0 ABCG 5 0 -)*f
to as “silver” or “brite” tags, and the Brucellosis Vaccination metal tag, e E
an orange metal tag that indicates the animal was calthood vaccinated I + ol
for Brucellosis (Bangs Disease). However, a visually and electronically — Figure 2: National Uniform

readable official eartag may be applied to animals currently identified Ezgazggiﬁgefy zﬁ%r:ﬁe.. T?;/I etal




with non-EID official eartags or Brucellosis vaccination tags, even though this results in more than
one official eartag in an individual animal (page 102).

What must be on an official ear tag?

USDA Official Ear tags (Figure 3) are designed for one-time use (tamper evi-
dent) and imprinted with:

¢ A unique animal identification number or “AIN” which is a 15-digit number
starting with 840003;

- Official Ear tag Shield

Figure 3: Example
of an Official Tag
- The words “Unlawful to Remove”;
- Manufacturer's Logo or Trademark (printed or impression of)
- The placement of official RFID tags is recommended in the left ear, but there is no such regula-
tory requirement, and the tags may be placed in either ear at the owner’s discretion.

Buyer beware: Tags containing numbers with the prefix “USA” or a numeric manufacturer code
such as 982 are not considered official identification but these tags are still available for purchase
and, in many cases, cannot be returned or exchanged for the correct tags. APHIS only recognizes
tags beginning with numeric country codes (“840” for the United States) as official (page 49). Bear
in mind that there are 840 visual panel tags available that do not contain RFID technology that will
not be accepted as official after the final rule becomes effective.

Have the rules regarding movement within slaughter channels changed?

The existing regulations allow cattle to move interstate to an approved livestock market and then
to slaughter or directly to slaughter without official identification (typically travel on a backtag) un-
less held up for more than 3 days. This final rule clarifies that animals may only move to another
slaughter establishment or approved feedlot, with appropriate documentation and identification,
but must remain in a terminal market and can only be sold/re-sold as slaughter cattle. (page 101)

Will EID tags increase food safety? Will EID tags be used to identify beef imported into the US?
Since animal identification programs end at the time of slaughter, EID tags on cattle will not direct-
ly increase food safety. Within the USDA, food safety of meat and meat food products falls under
the Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS). Although APHIS does not provide oversight of
the slaughter or processing operations, APHIS conducts slaughter surveillance for domestic ani-
mal diseases, such as brucellosis and TB, and some foreign animal diseases.

Similarly, COOL (Country of Origin Labeling) is not related to APHIS’ animal disease traceability
program but is under the purview of the Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS). (page 19)
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I The Extension Office has a No-Till Seed Drill, an in-line silage Hay Wrapper and Boomless Pasture Sprayers

l available for rent.
|
1 For more information on renting or to schedule a date to use call:

No-Till Seed Drill —
Hobdy Dye & Reed at 270-756-2555

Inline Silage Hay Wrapper —
Wright Implement at 270-756-5152

2 —Boomless Pasture Sprayers —
Carol Hinton at 270-617-3417

L e e m e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e = = =
5 Aries| & | vy |
| Almanac Tidbits for: J uly Taurus| ™ | > |
| Gemini| A% | 1T |
I Plant above ground crops — 5, 11-15, 19, 20 Cancer| W | &5
Leo| «# | & |
| Plant Below ground crops — 1, 4, 23, 24, 27, 28, 31 \"1‘!'80 &= My |
| Libra| 7% | 2 |
I Seed Beds 4,5, 14,15, 31 Scorpio| Jk | |
Sagittarius| 7 | X |
| Kill plant pests: 2,3, 6-10, 16-18, 21, 22, 25, 26, 29, 30 Capricorn| &8 | ¥, |
I Aquarius| = s :
Pisces| 3= | ¥ |
| Almanac Tidbits for: August |
| Plant above ground crops — 8-12, 15, 16 :
I Plant Below ground crops — 1, 2, 19, 20, 23, 24, 28, 29 I
I Seed Beds 1,2,10-12, 28, 29 I
I Kill plant pests: 3-7,13, 14, 18, 21, 22, 25-27, 30, 31 I
e



This article was posted on July 8, 2024 on the UK Forage News website

UK launches new “Weather Alert” smartphone app

While designed with farmers in mind, the free app will assist all Kentuckians with real-
time weather updates. In a move to boost weather-related awareness and agricultural
decision-making, the University of Kentucky Ag Weather Center, in partnership with the
UK Department of Biosystems and Ag Engineering, UK Center for Computational Sci-
ences and the Southeastern Center for Agricultural Health and Injury Prevention
(SCAHIP), has announced the launch of “Weather Alert.” The smartphone application
aims to serve both Kentucky’s farming community and other residents by providing crit-
ical weather updates and forecasts. Although designed for KY producers it works any-
where in the country.

Weather Alert is available at no cost and free from advertisements, ensuring a seam-
less and efficient user experience. The Weather Alert app has provided real-time
weather information for our extension agents, producers, families and communities to
make decisions and be proactive with weather-related events.”

To download via iOS, visit https://apple.co/3wN3645
To download via Android, visit https://bit.ly/4dUyxdqg

Excerpt from a press released written by UK’s Jordon Strickler.
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https://apps.apple.com/us/app/weather-alert-app/id6470309148
https://bit.ly/4dUyxdq

This article was first posted on the UK Forage News Website on July 8, 2024

Heart of America Grazing Conference Oct 15, 16, 17

The University of Kentucky is proud to announce the 2024 Heart of America Grazing Conference in
Elizabethtown, Kentucky! Our three day event will take place throughout Central Kentucky and in-
clude some dynamic speakers on all things regenerative agriculture. The Heart of America Grazing
Conference is an annual conference rotated around the mid-Atlantic and southeast region which
focuses on improving regenerative agricultural practices.

Pasture Ecology Workshop HoA Grazing Conference  Pasture Walk at Big Springs
October 15, 2024 October 16, 2024 October 17, 2024
Cecelia, Kentucky Elizabethtown, Kentucky Adolphus, Kentucky

On Tuesday, October 15, join us for a pasture ecology workshop at a local regenerative agricultural
operation, Glenmar Farms, in Cecelia, Kentucky. We will be doing a deep dive into all things related
to ecological systems and welcoming Dr. Matt Poore from North Carolina State University. Also on
Tuesday, October 15 we will be having the Heart of America banquet. We look forward to recogniz-
ing individuals dedicated to promoting regenerative agriculture and supporting our mission.

On Wednesday, October 16, we will be having the Heart of America Grazing Conference at the
Hardin County Extension Office in Elizabethtown. We will hear from many industry experts and
speakers, including Ray Archuleta, to discuss all things regenerative agriculture, soil health, and
pasture ecology.

On Thursday, October 17, we will be visiting Greg Brann’s Big Springs Farm in Adolphus, Ken-
tucky. Join us to see a well-established multi-species grazing operations with one of the nation’s
foremost experts on soil health.

Come to any one or all of these 3 events. Simply google “Eventbrite Heart of America Grazing Con-
ference 2024” and you’ll be taken directly to the registration page.
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Bf@ijnﬁdge C{}ljﬂty Stop by one of the following recycling centers near you:
R&Wdin-g ngfam Breckinridge County High School

Cloverport Fire Department
Auggie Doggie’s, Garfield
St. Romuald Gym, Hardinsburg
McQuady Firehouse
Breckinridge County Extension Office
Rough River Corp of Engineers Office

McDaniels Fire Department
All recycling sites are Frederick Fraize High School, Cloverport
accessible 24 hours a day, Hardinsburg Elementary School
seven days a week. Union Star

RINSE AND RETURN PLASTIC PESTICIDE CONTAINER PROGRAM

Breckinridge County Extension Pavilion

l 1377 S. Hwy 261, Hardinsburg, KY 40143 I

Tuesday, September 3, 2024
Time: 12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m. (ct)

Jugs must be triple rinsed, hole punched in bottom or side and
free from paper label and most dirt.

I
1Mark Your Calendar!
I

:August 6, 2024—Got Woods? Let’s Talk, Ohio County Extension Office, Hartford, KY
I August 15-25, 2024—Kentucky State Fair, Louisville, KY

|
jAugust 29, 2024—Field Crop Pest Management & Spray Clinic—UK Research & Education Center,
| Princeton, KY

|
IOctober 15-17, 2024— Heart of America Grazing Conference, Hardin County Cooperative Extensive
| Service, Elizabethtown, KY

The Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and Environment is an Equal Opportunity Organization with respect to
education and employment and authorization to provide research, education information and other services only to in-
dividuals and institutions that function without regard to economic or social status and will not discriminate on the bases
of race, color, ethnic origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression,
pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, or physical or mental disability or reprisal or retalia-
tion for prior civil rights activity. Reasonable accommodation of disability may be available with prior notice. Program
information may be made available in languages other than English. Inquiries regarding compliance with Title VI and
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
and other related matter should be directed to Equal Opportunity Office, Martin-Gatton College of Agriculture, Food and
Environment, University of Kentucky, Room S-105, Agriculture Science Building, North Lexington, Kentucky 40546, the
UK Office of Institutional Equity and Equal Opportunity, 13 Main Building, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40506-
0032 or US Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue,
SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410.
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